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INSTITUTIONS  INVOLVED



THE SAMPLE



Objective of the study

The study aims to
examine differences
in outcomes between
students with a
migrant background
and native students
across a range of
school, economic,
and relational
indicators identified
as risks or protective
factors for early
school leaving.



930,000 foreign 
national students,
10.4% of the total 
school population
(ISMU 2026)

Primary school (36.4%)

Lower secondary (21.5%)

High school / vocational path (42.1%)

After accounting for students’ socio-economic profile, not 
significant difference observed

STUDENTS WITH A MIGRANT BACKGROUND IN THE ITALIAN SCHOOL SYSTEM

PISA 2022 (MATHEMATICS AND READING)



LIFELONG CONSEQUENCES

15,30%

33,60%

44,10%

6,70%

26,20%

Before 10 yo

Between 10-15 yo

Between 16-24 yo

National

Foreign national

Early leavers by citizenship and time of arrival in Italy 
(%) (Istat 2026)

*The indicator ELET is expressed as a % of the people aged 18-24 who has completed, at most, lower secondary education out of the total population aged 18 to 24

Early leavers  aged  18-24 from education  and training (ELET*)

20,7

3,9

1,1

10,1

6,2

Low Education Level

Medium Education Level

High Education Level

Male

Female

Early leavers by sex and parental educational 
attainment in Italy (%) (Istat 2026)

For decades, Italy consistently ranked 
among the worst countries in the EU 

(25% of Elet in 2000 in Italy) 
9,10%

8,50%

11%

15%

EU average

Italy

2015 2025 (EUROSTAT 2026)



PROTECTIVE AND RISK FACTORS: EVIDENCE FROM THE INTERNATIONAL 
LITERATURE on students  with a migrant  backgRound  (1/2)



PROTECTIVE AND RISK FACTORS: EVIDENCE FROM THE INTERNATIONAL 
LITERATURE on students  with a migrant  background (2/2)



MAIN FINDINGS



SCHOOL WELL -BEING INDEX



SCHOOL WELL -BEING INDEX by AGE and Background



SCHOOL WELL -BEING INDEX By Geografic  Area (11 -14 years  old )



SCHOOL WELL -BEING INDEX By sex and background (11-14 years  old ) 



SUBJECTIVE WELL -BEING



9,50
9,17 9,01

8,73

0,00

1,00

2,00

3,00

4,00

5,00

6,00

7,00

8,00

9,00

10,00

10 years old native 10 years old migrant background 11-14 years old native 11-14 years old migrant background

General Life Satisfaction  by age and background 
(mean )



9,83 9,90 10,06

9,19

10,09
9,51 9,65 9,75

9,02

9,87
9,31 9,24 9,41

8,58

9,41
8,92 8,69 8,88

8,32
9,02

0,00

2,00

4,00

6,00

8,00

10,00

12,00

I enjoy my life My life is going well I have a good life The things that happen in my life are excellent I am happy with my life

General Life Satisfaction

10 yo native 10 yo migrant background 11-14 yo native 11-14 yo migrant background

General Life Satisfaction  by age and background ( mean )



Life Satisfaction  by domain, age and background ( mean )

Domains Bonds & material contexts — Stable Relations & autonomy — Moderate More critical areas Overall

Things
I have

Family
(people)

Home Health Friends Safety Freedom
Area

I live in
Time
use

Future
Life as

student

Physical
appearanc

e

General
life sat.

Native 11–14 yrs 10.2 10.1 10.2 9.8 9.8 9.7 9.4 9.3 9.1 9.3 8.6 8.3 9.01

Native 10 yrs 10.4 10.3 10.4 10.2 10.0 10.2 9.7 9.8 9.6 9.7 9.4 9.2 9.50

Migrant 11–14 yrs 9.8 9.8 9.8 9.6 9.5 9.5 9.0 8.9 8.8 9.0 8.2 8.2 8.73

Migrant 10 yrs 10.0 10.1 9.9 9.9 9.8 9.9 9.3 9.4 9.4 9.6 9.1 9.1 9.17

Domain avg (all groups) 10.1 10.1 10.1 9.9 9.8 9.8 9.4 9.4 9.2 9.4 8.8 8.7 9.10

CHILDREN'S LIFE DOMAINS — WELLBEING SCORES

Mean scores (0–10) by migration background and age group · 11–14 years old and 10 years old

Stable (avg ≥ 9.8) Moderate (avg 9.0–9.7) More critical (avg < 9.0)

Values:  ■≥ 9.8   ■9.0–9.7   ■< 9.0 



Positive and negative affects  by age and background



DEPRIVATION INDEX



DEPRIVATION INDEX



DEPRIVATION INDEX



DEPRIVATION INDEX



PLACE TO STUDY AND VACATION



Main Results and Conclusions

KEY FINDINGS

• Overall, significant differences between groups are
more tied to age than to background except for the
deprivation Index. All indexes decline with age.

• School wellbeing gender gap: girls aged 11-14 of both
groups show worse school wellbeing in all its
components.

• Subjective well-being: migrant background children
report lower general life satisfaction (especially in life
as a student and physical appearance) and slightly
higher negative affect, although the emotional
component is more tied to age than to background.

• Deprivation: migrant background children are more
deprived than their native peers, in all dimensions
considered.

POLICY & RESEARCH DIRECTIONS

• More specific research is needed targeting immigrant and 
native students living in poverty.

• Educational pacts are needed to foster inclusion and shared 
responsibility.

• Climate and safety: School climate must be improved and 
relational safety strengthened through anti-bullying 
programmes and peer-support strategies.

• Dropout prevention: Early school leaving prevention policies 
are needed, with specific attention to risk and protective 
factors and to territorial differences.

• International comparability: further analysis within the 
Children's Worlds framework will allow international 
comparison.



Thank you !

Research  group: Paloma Vivaldi Vera, Giovanna Giuliano, Lucia Chiurco, Matteo 
D’Emilione, Simona Sperindè, Antonello Scialdone

For more information please  contact: p.vivaldi@inapp.gov.it
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