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37 out of 41 countries linked their National qualifications frameworks (NQFs) 
to the European qualifications framework (EQF)

NQFs referenced to the EQF

Updates of referencing  presented

NQFs compared to the EQF

*In 2018 UK-Scotland and in 2019 UK-EN/NI, UK-Wales presented an update of the referencing report before the UK withdrew from the EU in January 2020 

Planned



Cedefop NQF online tool





NQF Registers opportunities



But we need the same format and language…

Joint EQF-Europass Advisory Group meeting June 2021-
Joint EQF-Europass project group mandated to develop 
guidelines on short descriptions of learning outcomes



QDR and ELM

AUTOMATIC

MANUAL 

 Qualification Data Register in Europass

 European Learning Model (v3) 

https://europass.europa.eu/en/node/2128



Mandate of the project group



Work Method

Desk 
review

Testing 
phase

Peer 
review

Finalization
of the work

33 qualifications (short and full descriptions) submitted within the group

22 qualifications analyzed to extract key principles of the  description

First draft guidelines were presented at 60 EQF AG meeting - November 2022

feedback from national stakeholders

20 descriptions were developed

State of play and the final draft of the guidelines was 
presented at 60 EQF AG meeting – Novembre 2023

Three examples selected to be included in the guidelines





Short Description of Learning Outcomes– Main elements

A) Format aspects
A.1 Length of the description 
A.2 Format of the description 

B) Content aspects - main building blocks 
B.1 Overall objective and orientation of the qualification (in the form of narrative) 
B.2 Sentences expressing learning outcomes (in the form of bullet points)

B.2.1 Breadth/scope of learning
B.2.2 Depth/complexity of learning 
B.2.3 Context



Description of the main learning outcomes to capture orientation, 
content, and level of the qualification 

• ……………………………………………………………

• …………………………………………………………….

• ………………………………………………………….....

• ……………………………………………………………..

[He/she] + action verb + object + context

Overall objectives and orientation of the qualification

In the form of bullet 
points

Depth/complexity of 
learning 

(vertical dimension)

In the form of 
narrative text

Breath/scope of 
learning 

(horizontal dimension)



Overall objectives and orientation of the qualification

Description of the main learning outcomes to capture orientation, 
content, and level of the qualification 

• ……………………………………………………………

• …………………………………………………………….

• ………………………………………………………….....

• ……………………………………………………………..

In the form of bullet 
points

In the form of 
narrative text

Depth/complexity of 
learning 

(vertical dimension)

Breath/scope of 
learning 

(horizontal dimension)

Supporting documents: Annex with action verbs and qualifiers



Example of qualification



October 2023  Last 
meeting of the project 
group and finalization of 
the work

Novembre 2023 Presentation 
and discussion of the 
guidelines to EQF and  
Europass Advisory Group

June 2024 Publication of the EQF-
Europass project group, (2024), 
European guidelines for the 
development and writing of short, 
learning-outcomes-based descriptions 
of qualifications. Publications Office of 
the European Union. CEDEFOP working 
paper series, 21. 

Results 



Thank you for your attention
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